
The Rules of Engagement:   
Documentary Filmmaking in Canada: Friday Jan 9, 12pm–1:30pm

This Higher Learning panel features different perspectives from Canada’s Top Ten 
Film Festival guests — directors Bonnie Sherr Klein (Not a Love Story: A Film About 
Pornography), Harold Crooks (The Price We Pay), Elle-Máijá Tailfeathers (Bihttoš), 
Candy Fox (Backroads), and producer Ina Fichman (Monsoon) —  on documentary 
filmmaking in Canada. The panel will be moderated by Rebecca Sullivan, director 
of the Institute for Gender Research at the University of Calgary and author of a 
new monograph on Klein’s film. This event is open to the public. 

International Conflict, Journalism, and Mental Health: Friday Jan 30, 12pm–2:30pm
A screening of the Peabody Award–winning documentary Under Fire: Journalists 
in Combat (2011), followed by a conversation dedicated to war reporting and the 
psychological and emotional strain journalists face while covering conflict zones 
and upon their return home. Speakers include psychiatrist Dr. Anthony Feinstein, 
director Martyn Burke, and journalist Susan Ormiston (CBC’s The National). 

The Past, Present & Future of Visualization: Friday Feb 13, 11am–1:30pm
Chris Edwards, CEO of The Third Floor, will describe the humble beginnings of 
previsualization and demonstrate how modern previs techniques are being used to 
design innovative content for feature films, commercials, video games, and themed 
attractions all around the world. Chris will feature a case study on Alfonso Cuarón’s, 
Academy Award–winning film Gravity. The presentation will be followed by a panel 
discussion with experts from the Screen Industries Research and Training (SIRT) 
Centre, as well as a Q&A session with the audience.

The Materiality of Cinema: Friday Mar 6, 11am–12:30pm
As part of our Reel Heritage programme, this public lecture, delivered by Toronto-
based media archivist Christina Stewart, is dedicated to the whys and hows of 
motion-picture handling, the value of proper training, the tools of motion-picture 
handlers, and the material history of the film medium. This event will be live 
streamed at tiff.net/reelheritage. Reel Heritage is supported by the Government of 
Ontario and the Ontario Trillium Foundation.

Cuban Women Filmmakers in the Diaspora: Thursday Apr 2, 2pm–3:30pm
This panel discussion brings together three Cuban women filmmakers to discuss 
notions of belonging and citizenship in diasporic cinema. They will consider the 
features and challenges of filmmaking in a host society; their production’s cultural 
ties — or lack thereof — to their homeland; and the issues that racialized women 
filmmakers face today. The panel will feature filmmakers Heidi Hassan, Yanay 
Penalba, and Tamara Segura, and will be moderated by Queen’s University doctoral 
candidate Zaira Zarza.

Upcoming Events for Winter 2015
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Higher Learning is a free ongoing programme that provides 
Canadian college and university students and faculty a forum 
in which to examine film, television, video, new media and 
gaming from a wide range of cultural, social, historical, political 
and technological approaches and disciplines.

Past guests include: Henry Hobson, Vilmos Zsigmond, William Uricchio, Krsyzstof Zanussi, Douglas Wilson, 
Karin Fong, Martin Katz, David Bordwell, Chen Kaige, Xei Fei, Julie Dash, Geraldine Moriba, Arc Productions, Susan 
Bradley, George A. Romero, Slavoj Žižek, Andrea Martin, Professor Robert Sinnerbrink, Roger Avary, George 
R.R. Martin, Juliette Lewis, Monique Prudhomme, Richard Morrison, Steve James, Gena Rowlands, Paul Haggis, 
Professor Aboubakar Sanogo, Ingrid Veninger, Douglas Trumbull, D.A. Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus, Tim 
Burton, DJ Spooky, Jacob Tierney, Professor Jacqueline Stewart, David Cronenberg, and Ron Sanders. We have 
also presented panel discussions on Silent Cinema, Jean Luc Godard, Film Archives, Cannes Critics Week, Ways 
of Seeing (in) African Cinema, Visual Effects with Arc Productions, Women in View, and 4th and 5th Generation 
Chinese Filmmakers 

The Higher Learning Digital Resource Hub complements our live events by providing satellite educational 
programming to academic communities and to the public at large, extending the Higher Learning experience 
beyond the walls of TIFF Bell Lightbox. These materials include filmographies and bibliographies generated from 
the resources of the TIFF Film Reference Library, as well as additional web resources and video footage of some 
of our past Higher Learning events. To learn more and access all Higher Learning resources, please visit tiff.net/
higherlearning.

HOW TO OBTAIN TICKETS TO HIGHER LEARNING EVENTS:

Advance bookings: Only faculty members and administrators can reserve blocks of tickets for their classes. We 
are extending this offer to all universities and colleges, and are therefore trying to limit the number of reserved 
tickets to 30 per professor. We are also filling the orders on a first-come, first-served basis, so if you think you 
would be interested in bringing a class, please send your requests as soon as possible to hlf@tiff.net, putting the 
name of the specific event in the subject line. Faculty and administrators must show valid college or university ID 
cards when picking up tickets. 

Same-day ticket availability: The remaining tickets for each event will be made available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Tickets are limited to one per person and are available two hours before the event’s start time at 
the Steve & Rashmi Gupta Box Office at TIFF Bell Lightbox, located at Reitman Square, 350 King Street West. 
Students and faculty must show valid college or university ID cards for admittance.

Please Note: Any student planning to cover this Higher Learning event for a student paper, blog, or any other type 
of outlet must contact the Communications Department (proffice@tiff.net) to arrange a ticket. 

For more information, or to join the Higher Learning listserv, please visit tiff.net/higherlearning.

Higher Learning is supported by the Ontario Trillium Foundation  
and The Slaight Family Foundation Learning Fund.


